




Within my contribution, I present the research project “Choreographies of Precariousness. A 
Transdisciplinary Study of the Working and Living Conditions in the Contemporary Dance Scenes of 
Brussels and Berlin” (supervisors: Katharina Pewny, Rudi Laermans, Christel Stalpaert; UGent and 
KULeuven; sponsored by FWO). For this conference, I’d like to concentrate on the interdisciplinary 
approach of this particular research, namely between Performance Studies and Sociology, through the 
notion of precarity.  
 
At the intersection of sociology of art, culture and labor, research has been conducted into the careers of 
artists, but the field of contemporary dance and the performance studies perspective remain under-
studied. Where sociological research looks primarily to the institutional context in which art is produced, 
the performance scientist looks at the artistic work process and end product. With a collaboration between 
Social and Performance Studies we want to make a bridge between the two approaches, without 
neglecting any of the disciplines involved. The notion that links both performance (or more specifically: 
dance) studies and the social sciences is the concept of precarity. Precarity can, next to the ontological 
insecurity (Butler), stem from political, economic and social aspects of life. (Lorey, Standing, Rambach) It 
is a condition that is socio-political and socio-economic induced. 
The expected results of this study will provide crucial insight for 1. Performance Studies, 2. Sociology of 
Art and Culture and 3. for the currently growing field of Sociological Performance Studies. I therefore wish 
to present this interdisciplinary approach starting from the concept of precarity, which forms the base of 
this doctoral research project.   
	
